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From the Chair
Charlie Bobrinskoy

After 7 years of  service on the Lincoln Presidential Foundation’s Board 
of  Directors, I was honored to be elected Board Chair at the 2024 An-
nual Meeting and Lincoln Leadership Prize event. I want to thank 

my predecessor, Satch Pecori, for his steady leadership of  the Board for the 
past 4 years and his unwavering commitment to the Foundation’s mission. 
 
I’ve long admired Abraham Lincoln as a historic figure and important exam-
ple of  principled leadership. His ideals and his legacy continue to inspire people 
around the globe, even as the gap in knowledge and understanding of  the past 
has grown. The Foundation’s mission is as important now as it has ever been. I 
look forward to working closely with the Board and our President & CEO, 

Erin Carlson Mast, to chart a path for the Foundation’s future and build the capacity to deliver on it. 
 
We are fortunate to have a loyal network of  partners and supporters who believe in the value of  the Foundation’s 
work and impact. Your support is essential, and we don’t take it for granted. 

As we look ahead, I am proud of  all the Foundation has accomplished, confident in the opportunities before us, 
and enthusiastic about our future. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Charlie Bobrinskoy

Chair Emeritus Sergio "Satch" Pecori passes the gavel to incoming Board Chair Charlie Bobrinskoy at the 2024 
Lincoln Leadership Prize event honoring Jon Meacham.
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From the President & CEO
Erin Carlson Mast

In a speech before the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society in 1859, Abraham Lin-
coln noted, “Every blade of  grass is a study; and to produce two, where there was 
but one, is both a profit and a pleasure.” Although Lincoln’s speech was on free 

labor and education, I cannot help but think of  it when I witness how past investments 
in our mission-driven work results in successful programs and significant growth in our 
national reach and impact.  

For example, we produced Fortifying Our Democracy: Lincoln’s Lyceum Address in 2023, but 
built on that success in 2024 when we rolled out new learning resources. This year the 
program also won multiple awards for excellence and was broadcast by C-SPAN to their 

millions of  subscribers nationwide.  We hosted 27 historians and experts for discussions that reached thousands 
live and tens of  thousands more through recorded programs. 

We opened Lincoln’s Springfield, the first youth-focused exhibit at Lincoln Home National Historic Site, welcoming 
tens of  thousands of  students. The exhibit earned its first national award by the end of  the year.  And we launched 
our Latest Generation Film Contest with a special message from Ken Burns, investing in the next generation of  
historical documentary filmmakers. 

We also planted seeds for future growth, by piloting a paid internship program, expanding opportunities for college 
students and strengthening our capacity to serve the public, leading a multi-site, multi-state 250th planning project, 
and developing new exhibits. 

In the year ahead, we will make important decisions about how we grow—not for the sake of  growth itself, but to 
ensure we are meeting our mission and having the biggest impact we can on the most people.

Thank you for your support and for believing, as we do, that we can all benefit from understanding Abraham 
Lincoln’s example. 

Erin Carlson Mast
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Program services 64%

Fundraising and development 23%

Management and general 13%

 Without Donor Restrictions  With Donor Restrictions  Total 

REVENUES AND SUPPORT

Contributions  $1,438,743  $46,433  $1,485,176 

Memberships  55,787  -  55,787 

Grants  100,000  138,000  238,000 

Miscellaneous revenue  1,063  -  1,063 

Interest and dividend  189,893  -  189,893 

Net realized and unrealized gains (losses)  14,210  -  14,210 

Net assets released from restrictions  299,292  (299,292)  - 

Total revenue and support  2,098,988  (114,859)  1,984,129 

EXPENSES

Program services  1,224,037  -  1,224,037 

Fundraising and development  493,532  -  493,532 

Management & general  346,278  -  346,278 

Total expense  2,063,847  -  2,063,847 

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS  35,141  (114,859)  (79,718)

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR  23,804,243  371,799  24,176,042 

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR  $23,839,384  $256,940  $24,096,324 

FY24 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Year Ending June 30, 2024

Contributions 60%

Memberships 5%

Interest and dividend 9%

Grants 11%

Net realized and unrealized 
gains (losses) -6%

REVENUE EXPENSES



Lincoln Presidential Foundation 2024  5 

The Lincoln Presidential Foundation is an independent nonprofit public charity 
recognized as tax-exempt by the IRS under Section 501c3.   As a Foundation, 
its primary revenue stream is contributions, including but not limited to dona-

tions, memberships, grants, and sponsorships from individuals, corporations, and other 
foundations. The Foundation’s primary expenses are program-driven. 

Our annual Lincoln Leadership Prize event is an occasion to recognize an exemplary 
leader and our largest annual fundraiser of  the year. We were delighted to honor Jon 
Meacham with the prize in the fiscal year 2024 and raise essential funds to support our 
mission-driven programs. The Wayne Whalen Memorial Fund, in honor of  our late 
Charmain Emeritus’s memory, supports our mission through the “Charity for All” Award and other initiatives. Ed 
Wehmer received the award at the Lincoln Leadership Prize event held in Chicago. Our organization continues to 
forge a new path with the help of  a Capacity Building Grant and matching funding, which was an investment in 
our future growth and national network. Other fundraising highlights of  fiscal year 2024 include funding to sup-
port the expanding inclusion project at the Lincoln’s Springfield exhibit, the Latest Generation Fim Contest, the 
Four Score Speaker Series, the Community Spaces beautification project, and the Julius Rosenwald Home historic 
resource study and exhibit.

The Foundation saw new revenue, relationships, and expenses tied to activities resulting from partnerships such as 
with the National Park Service at the Lincoln Home National Historic Site. Although the fiscal year 2024 presented 
new and unique challenges, the Foundation mitigated those challenges by maximizing existing fundraising efforts 
and closely managing expenses, resulting in a minimal decrease in net assets overall. 

We appreciate the loyalty, trust, and support from our many members, donors, and supporters at all levels.

From the Treasurer
Mike Aiello

Mike Aiello
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One Powerful Story, Four Awards, 
Millions Reached

The Foundation’s second original historical docu-
mentary series, “Fortifying Our Democracy: Lin-
coln’s Lyceum Address,” garnered four national 

awards in 2024 for excellence in history, education, and 
visual arts.  “Fortifying Our Democracy” explores the 
alarming events that motivated Lincoln to deliver his ad-
dress before the Young Men’s Lyceum in 1838. The speech 
is considered by many scholars and advocates to be a time-
less argument for the importance of  civic education and 
the dangers of  taking our political institutions for granted. 

This success builds on that of  our first documentary series, 
“Warning Signs: Lincoln’s Response to Rising Tensions in 
the 1850s,” which also received four awards including a 
MidAmerica Emmy.

Multiplying Our Impact
Following national acclaim, we were delighted to work with 
C-SPAN’s American History TV to broadcast each series 
in the summer of  2024 to their 50 million subscribers. We 

also granted permission to Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site to screen “Warning Signs” daily in their theater to their 
hundreds of  thousands of  annual visitors. The films have 
also been screened for multiple conferences, symposia, class-
rooms, and film festivals around the country. 

We are grateful for Iron Mountain’s generous support of  this 
film project and our stellar project team including The Sto-
ryteller Studios, experts Dr. Saladin Ambar, Dr. Kate Masur, 
Dr. Angela G. Ray, and Dr. Manisha Sinha, and actor Eric 
Wolfgang Nelson.

 ► Watch the three-part series (total run time under 
30 minutes) here: www.lincolnpresidential.org/
lincoln-resources/digital/
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To make it easier for educators to incorporate Fortify-
ing Our Democracy in their lessons we engaged New 
American History and Every Museum a Civic Museum 
to create free, accessible learning resources for middle 
school, high school, and AP United States History-level 
students. 

The resources help students analyze the context and 
language of  Lincoln’s 1838 Address Before the Young 
Men's Lyceum, which he titled, “The Perpetuation 
of  Our Political Institutions.” Students are invited to 
explore topics within the address such as the rule of  law, 
mob violence, and the responsibility of  perpetuating the 
nation’s experiment in self-governance.

 ► View the lesson plans here: 
https://bit.ly/FODLearningResources

 ► Watch the webinar here: 
https://bit.ly/FODTeacherWebinar

The resources also employ inquiry-based methods that 
pose questions such as, “What might cause people to 
opt for mob rule over the rule of  law?” and “How does 
Lincoln suggest Americans respond to threats against 
democratic institutions?” 

More than 3,000 educators have accessed the resources 
so far. Our teacher webinar, which walks educators 
through the materials, kept viewers engaged for an aver-
age of  86 minutes, highlighting the value and relevance 
of  the tools.

Dr. Angela Ray of Northwestern University was one of 
four experts featured in our award-winning Fortifying 
Our Democracy series.

The Storyteller Studios and Actor Eric Wolfgang Nelson are among 
the talented people the Foundation engaged for the filming of 
Fortifying Our Democracy.

Teaching Lincoln’s Lyceum Address: New Civic Learning Resources
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Abraham Lincoln understood the essential role that 
history and education play in preserving democracy. 
Yet today, only 13% of  eighth graders are proficient 

in U.S. history, and just 22% in civics—figures that highlight 
the urgent need for new ways to engage students.

To meet this challenge, the Lincoln Presidential Foundation 
launched the Latest Generation Film Contest in August 2024, 
an innovative program designed to help close the gap in his-
torical literacy by appealing to students interested in visual 
media and storytelling and introducing them to the power of  
historical thinking.

A key feature of  the initiative is its Youth Advisory Board, 
composed of  students across the Midwest, who helped shape 
outreach strategies. Students also participated in free, virtual 

mentor sessions led by filmmakers. At the same time, edu-
cators were offered professional development workshops to 
integrate the contest into classroom teaching.

The inaugural theme, “On This Land,” invited young Mid-
west filmmakers aged 14 to 22 to create 5-8 minute documen-
tary films on the people, places, and events that shaped their 
environments.

Inspiring the Next Generation 
of Storytellers Through History

Above: Experts and youth advisors from across the country led mentor sessions and helped engage participants.

“Shall the liberties of this country be preserved to the latest generation?” 
—Abraham Lincoln, 1861

Contest Overview
• Ages 14–22
• Short documentaries (5–8 minutes)
• Theme: On This Land
• Red-carpet premiere: Chicago, June 2025
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The Latest Generation Film Contest 
opened in August 2024 with a special 
video message from acclaimed docu-

mentarian Ken Burns, who encouraged stu-
dents to explore the history around them and 
harness the power of  visual storytelling. His 
announcement helped raise national aware-
ness of  the contest. This launch was just the 
beginning of  a robust lineup of  virtual men-
tor sessions. Students learned from respected 
regional filmmakers and educators who shared 
skills, advice, and real-world experience in 
documentary production.

In addition, the first mentor session featured 
filmmakers from Burns’ own Florentine Films:  
Stephanie Jenkins, Akia Thorpe, and Clark 
Burnett. They led a virtual webinar, giving stu-
dents practical guidance on archival research 
and short-form documentary film production.

These early touchpoints laid the groundwork 
for a full series of  virtual workshops for stu-
dents featuring experts from across the region 
such as Rita Coburn and Stacy Robinson of  
Chicago, Leya Hale and Kevin Dragseth of  
the Twin Cities, and David Crouse, Robert 
Huck, and Matt Hamilton of  Detroit.  The 
Foundation also collaborated with PBS sta-
tions to raise awareness and recruit mentors 
and panel reviewers in this year’s five anchor 
cities: Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas 
City, and Minneapolis/St. Paul.

Contest Launch Gets Big Boost  
from Ken Burns  

 ► More information: 
www.lincolnpresidential.org/events/
latestgenerationfilmcontest The first mentor session featured producers from Florentine Films who 

gave guidance on archival research and visual storytelling.

Ken Burns recorded a special announcement for the contest launch.           
                                                                                     (Credit: Evan Barlow)
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Fortifying Our 
Democracy: Lincoln's 
Lyceum Address

Since the grand opening of  “Lincoln’s Springfield” last 
year, the exhibit has welcomed more than 150,000 visi-
tors and received its first honor, an award from the Na-

tional Association for Interpretation, recognizing excellence in 
interpretive media. 

Located in the historic Corneau House at Lincoln Home Na-
tional Historic Site, the exhibit was developed to engage the 
site’s largest audience—middle school students—by sharing the 
stories of  six Springfield residents whose intersecting lives illu-
minate the history of  Lincolns’ community and broader Ameri-
can experience. It was the site’s first new core exhibit in 20 years, 
and the first exhibit designed for a youth audience since the site 
became part of  the National Park Service over 50 years ago.

 The Foundation developed this exhibit with and for the Lin-
coln Home National Historic Site with support from a gener-
ous lead gift from the MG Nelson Family Foundation.

Thanks to the exhibit’s strong early reception, we successfully 
secured a National Park Foundation ParkVentures grant to en-
hance student access and create additional learning resources. 
The Foundation has engaged new partners serving a variety 
of  student constituents in this effort, including The Chicago 
Lighthouse, Hope, the Central Illinois Center for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired, and the Beardstown School District’s Mi-
grant Education Program.

Our goal is for this exhibit to provide an enriching, memorable 
experience for all students and families who visit Lincoln Home 
National Historic Site.  

Expanding Access to Nationally 
Recognized “Lincoln’s Springfield” Exhibit 

The Lincoln Presidential Foundation hosted educators who work with English Language Learners to advise on new resources 
we’re producing to make the exhibit experience more accessible to all students. 

Representatives from The Chicago Lighthouse, which serves 
the blind, visually impaired, disabled and Veteran communi-
ties, served as project advisors.  
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Lincoln Presidential Foundation launched a new paid internship program in partnership with our friends at the 
Lincoln Home National Historic Site and the University of  Illinois Springfield (UIS)-Lincoln Studies Center, 
thanks to a grant from the U.S. Department of  the Interior. This program provides college students with person-

alized mentorship, academic-and-hands-on training, and professional experience at Lincoln Home NHS, while enriching 
the visitor experience for the public.

As part of  the program, interns participated in a three-week intensive training course at UIS. In addition to training in 
public history, youth engagement, and content specific to Lincoln Home NHS, interns also earned certification in first 
aid and CPR, in support of  their role leading public and school tours as part of  their internship.  

With school groups arriving every fifteen minutes at Lincoln Home NHS, the interns played a key role in ensuring stu-
dent groups had meaningful, memorable experiences that will last a lifetime.  

Internship Program Provides Real-World 
Experience, Lifelong Impact   

Our inaugural paid intern program participants included (L-R) Nadia Wilson, Evan Keeney and Alice Abegunde. The program 
provided training, experience, and mentorship to college students while also enhancing the visitor experience. 

"The most rewarding part of this internship was making a direct impact on 
visitors by telling the story of a pivotal figure in American history.”  
— Alice Abegunde 
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Lincoln Presidential Foundation was honored to 
host renowned presidential historian Doris Kearns 
Goodwin for an evening event in June 2024. It was 

Goodwin’s first time back in Springfield, IL in more than 15 
years. Goodwin appeared before a sold-out audience, with 
nearly 500 guests in attendance. 

The program featured a lively and 
enlightening conversation between 
Goodwin and Foundation President 
and CEO Erin Carlson Mast about 
Goodwin’s most recent book, An 
Unfinished Love Story: A Personal His-
tory of  the 1960s. Part memoir, part 
political history, the book draws on 

personal archives compiled by her late husband, presidential 
advisor Richard Goodwin, offering a deeply human reflec-
tion on the unfinished work of  democracy. The conversa-
tion also delved into Goodwin’s role as a powerful advocate 
for sharing Lincoln’s legacy and inspiring civic engagement 
through history.

Goodwin has been an Honorary Life Member of  the Foun-
dation since 2002 and was our Lincoln Leadership Prize 
honoree in 2016. 

Our generous event sponsors included Julie and William 
Cellini, INB Bank, Isringhausen Imports and The Pecori 
Family. Proceeds from the evening program directly support 
the Foundation's mission.

Foundation Hosts Pulitzer Prize Winning 
Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin

(Above) Event sponsors and Foundation leadership with special guest Doris Kearns Goodwin. Pictured from L-R are Geoff & 
Jennifer Isringhausen, Julie Cellini, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Bill Cellini, Erin Carlson Mast, Amy Schmidt, Sergio “Satch” Pecori. 
(Pictured below Left) Mast in conversation with Goodwin about her latest book. (Center) Charter member Paula Shotwell and 
guests enjoy the VIP reception. (Right) Charter member Suzi Spada and others receive personalized autographs from Goodwin.
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In May 2024 we were proud to present recipient Ed 
Wehmer, Executive Chairman of  the Board and 
Founder of  Wintrust, with the Wayne Whalen “Charity 

for All” Award. The award is given to those who exemplify 
civic leadership, generosity of  spirit, and a commitment to 
the ideals of  this nation. The occasion marked the third time 
the Foundation issued the honor. The name of  the award 
comes from President Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address 
in which he called on citizens to work together to build a 
future, “with malice toward none; with charity for all.” It was 
renamed in memory of  the Foundation’s late Chair Emeri-
tus, Wayne Whalen, in 2022. 

In response to the recognition Wehmer noted, "I am hon-
ored to accept the Wayne Whalen ‘Charity for All’ Award 
from the Lincoln Presidential Foundation. Abraham Lin-
coln’s leadership and response to the adversities of  his 
time serve as an inspiration and constant reminder to al-
ways lead with compassion for others.”   

Wehmer was recognized for his dedicated civic leadership and 
devotion to improving lives and communities throughout the 
Chicago area through a variety of  charitable organizations. 
Wehmer and Wintrust have also been steadfast partners and 
supporters of  the Foundation’s mission for many years. 

Ed Wehmer receives the 2024 Wayne Whalen 
Charity for All award

(Above) Foundation Chair Charlie Bobrinskoy presents 
Wayne Whalen 'Charity for All' Award to Ed Wehmer. 
(Below) Wehmer receives a standing ovation from the more 
than 300 guests in attendance.



Lincoln Presidential Foundation 2024  14 

100,000-$174,999
Fred Eychaner

$50,000 - $99,999
Hobson/ Lucas Family Foundation
The Cellmer/Neal Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999 
Charles and Jill Gross

$5,000 - $9,999
Ariel Investments
Michael and Marian Hoffman
Judy and John McCarter

Ed Wehmer, Executive Chairman of the Board and 
Founder of Wintrust. 

The Wayne Whalen Memorial Fund supported this year’s “Lincoln Presidential Foundation Lecture at the 29th 
Annual Lincoln Forum Symposium in Gettysburg, PA. featuringGary W. Gallagher and Joan Waugh on “Lincoln’s 
Generals: A Reassessment." L to R: Lincoln Forum Vice Chair Dr. Jon White, Lincoln Presidential Foundation 
President & CEO Erin Carlson Mast, Featured Speakers Dr. Joan Waugh and Dr. Gary Gallagher, and Lincoln 
Forum Chairman Harold Holzer.

(Credit: Henry Ballone)

 ► Click here to learn more and give to the Fund

Thank you to our Wayne Whalen Memorial 
Fund Contributors 

$2,000 - $4,999
Daniel P. Kearney
Wayne T. Parman 

$1,000 - $1,999
Howard G. Krane
Lynn McGovern
Mary and Paul Yovovich

$250 - $999
Andrea Kramer

$100 - $249
Shia Kapos

"Abraham Lincoln’s leadership and response to the adversities of his time serve as an 
inspiration and constant reminder to always lead with compassion for others.”  
—Ed Wehmer, 2024 “Charity for All” Recipient
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T hanks to generous contributions to our Wayne 
Whalen Memorial Fund, we continued our ro-
bust series of  webinars and in- person programs 

featuring the latest thinking and scholarship on Abraham 
Lincoln and related topics, increasing the public’s access to 
high-quality history and civic knowledge.

During 2024 our online webinars included a stellar lineup 
of  authors such as Dr. James Read, Dr. Jonathan White, 
Dr. Jon Grinspan,  Dr. Allen Guelzo, Ted McClelland and 
Megan Gorman. 

Complementing our book talks were Four Score programs 
featuring Dr. Kate Masur, Dr. Saladin Ambar, Dr. Angela 
Ray, and Dr. Manisha Sinha, the experts in our award-winning 
documentary Fortifying Our Democracy: Lincoln’s Lyceum 
Address, as part of  the series’ release. 

The Foundation capped off  its spring programming with a 
special in-person Four Score Speaker Series program featuring 
author and historian Harold Holzer. The program was held in 
partnership with the University of  Illinois Springfield’s Lincoln 
Studies Center and Lincoln Home National Historic Site.

Four Speaker Series Engages Thousands with 
Leading Historians and Experts
Programming Reaches Nearly 25,000 Households

Experts featured on our Four Score Speaker Series program in 2024 included: (from top row L-R) Ted McClelland, Allen Guel-
zo, James Read, Jon Grinspan, Kate Masur, Megan Gorman, Manisha Sinha, Saladin Ambar, Angela Ray and Jonathan White.

Several of the titles featured in our 2024 Four Score Speaker Series.  
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The Foundation capped off  its spring programming with 
a special in-person Four Score Speaker Series program fea-
turing author and historian Harold Holzer. The program 
was held in partnership with the University of  Illinois 
Springfield’s Lincoln Studies Center and Lincoln Home 
National Historic Site and was generously sponsored by 
Julie and William Cellini.

Holzer spoke about his newest book, Brought Forth on 
This Continent: Abraham Lincoln and American Immi-
gration, to a packed, live audience in Springfield, IL and 

to viewers nationwide through a live-streamed broadcast. 
As Holzer noted, “The Civil War could not have been won 
without Lincoln’s leadership; but it could not have been 
fought without the immigrant soldiers who served and, by 
the tens of  thousands, died that the ‘nation might live.’” 

The evening included a special reception with the speak-
er for Foundation supporters inside the historic Henson 
Robinson House, which serves as the Foundation’s head-
quarters and is located within the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site.

“Holzer's ability to weave Lincoln's way of thinking about the Germans, the 
Irish, and the Know-Nothings into a complex pattern of political rhetoric 
and common sense, made the program thoroughly enjoyable!”

 —Event Program Attendee

(Clockwise from top left) Author and Historian Harold Holzer addresses the audience, scenes from the reception and program. 

Author Harold Holzer Featured at Special In-person Four 
Score Speaker Series Program
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On May 21, 2024, the Lincoln Presidential Foun-
dation awarded its annual Lincoln Leadership 
Prize to Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Jon 

Meacham, recognizing his extraordinary contributions to 
the historical canon and his unwavering commitment to 
helping Americans understand and engage in democracy. 
The prize recognizes notable individuals for a lifetime of  
exceptional service in the spirit of  our 16th U.S. President. 
The event, which serves as the Foundation’s largest annual 
fundraiser, was held at the Four Seasons Hotel in Chicago.

Meacham shared, “I am very honored by the Foundation's 
recognition. At such a critical time for American democ-
racy—a democracy Abraham Lincoln did so much to save 
and to shape—we can never learn enough from Lincoln's 
example, and the Foundation is doing important work to 
keep that example alive and resonant.” 

The award was formally presented to Meacham by tele-
vision host Stephanie Ruhle. In his moving acceptance 

speech, Meacham drew from his 
best-selling book And There Was 
Light: Abraham Lincoln and the Ameri-
can Struggle to reflect on Lincoln’s 
capacity for moral leadership in a 
divided time. His remarks invited 
guests to consider how the lessons 
of  the past must inform the respon-
sibilities of  the present.

The evening brought together civic, cultural, and philan-
thropic leaders from across the country to honor a histo-
rian whose life’s work exemplifies Lincoln’s enduring ideals 
of  unity, integrity, and public service. 

The Foundation is deeply grateful to the donors and spon-
sors who made the evening possible. Their generosity sup-
ports our mission-drive work. 

Historian Jon Meacham Receives the 2024 
Lincoln Leadership Prize

Caption

Foundation President and CEO Erin Carlson Mast and National Television Host and News Anchor Stephanie Ruhle present 
Jon Meacham with the Lincoln Leadership Prize.
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Platinum
Grosvenor Capital Management, 

L.P.
Wintrust Financial Corporation
Charles K. and Maryanne 

Bobrinskoy
John L. Nau, III

Gold
Anonymous
BMO 
Hobson Lucas Foundation
Motorola, Inc.
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan 

Foundation
Reputation Partners LLC
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom
The Chicago Cubs
Raymond F. and Judith McCaskey

Silver
Ameren Illinois 
Comcast
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Henry Crown and Company
Illinois Tool Works Inc. (ITW)
Northwestern Medicine
Sewanee: The University of  the 

South
The Zaf  Group
Union Pacific
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Michael Kahn
Jeffrey Neal and Susan Cellmar

Bronze
Friedman Properties
ArentFox Schiff  LLP
Ariel Investments, LLC
Fifth Third Bank
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Hanson Professional Sevices, Inc. 

and Sergio 'Satch' Pecori 

International Game Technology 
PLC (IGT)

Peoples Gas
Pritzker Military Museum & 

Library/ Foundation
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Sidley Austin LLP
VedderPrice
White Sox
Will and Mimi Ball
Kevin Conlon
Jim and Brenda Edgar
Isaac Josephson
Bridgett and Tom Lamont
Lori Lennon and Donald Lynch
Paul and Victoria Liebenson
Richard Mark
Erin Carlson Mast

Contributions
Crist/Kolder Associates
Locke Lord, LLP

Lavin Family Foundation
PJH & Associates, Inc.
Pat and Anne Gallagher
Bill Forsyth
Jack Frigo
John Davidoff
Barry Hines
Catie Danz
Maria Millen
Jeff  Papa
John Robak
Tom and Lisa Sodeika
Michelette Thompson
Daniel Weinberg
Terry and Mrs. Jill Isselhard
John Sassaris
Marc Schulman
Dennis Culloton
Pericles Georgopoulos
Michael Smith
David Rapoza

The Foundation offers our heartfelt thanks to the following donors for their support in 
making the 2024 Lincoln Leadership Prize honoring Jon Meacham a huge success. 

L-R: Prize recipient Jon Meacham, Erin Carlson Mast, Sergio "Satch" Pecori, Carol Marin, Stephanie Ruhle, Harold Holzer, 
Carrie Hightman and Tim Good.

Those in attendance at the 2024 Lincoln Leadership Prize include: (Pictured left L-R) Guests of Wilkie, Farr & Gallagher: Kami 
Adeleye, Olaf Wilson, Ekua Mensah, Tyler Born, Zoe Sellman, Brandt Dietry, Elizabeth Wayne, Alex Owings, John Perales. 
(Pictured right L-R) Jacob Verhoff, Lauren Verhoff, Paula Skaggs, David Liebenson.
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Lincoln Presidential Foundation is proud to be 
developing two new exhibits with and for our 
partners at Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

(NHS). These groundbreaking exhibits help advance 
the site’s goal of  creating, “a vivid sense of  the relation-
ship of  the Lincoln family to their neighbors and the 
broader Springfield community.” They also demonstrate 
the generational image of  Abraham Lincoln’s legacy on 
the community. 

The “Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit, completed this 
past year, marked an important milestone in that direc-
tion, highlighting members of  the community whose 
lives intersected with the Lincolns. . 

Upon its completion, we successful raised funds to 
launch two new projects that highlight the impact of  
President Lincoln’s legacy on his neighbors and the 
park itself.

The first of  these is a new exhibit being developed for 
the Rosenwald House, located inside the park, diagonally 
across from the Lincoln Home. The exhibit presents a 
unique opportunity to explore the ways Abraham Lin-
coln’s ideals and actions inspired future generations of  
leaders—including Julius Rosenwald, the philanthropist 
and businessman who helped fund thousands of  schools 
built for African American children across the segregated 
South. The exhibit will explore how Rosenwald was in-
spired by Abraham Lincoln, and emerged as an inspiring 
leader in his own right. The first phases of  the project 
are complete, including focus groups, workshops, inter-
pretive planning, and the development of  exhibit media. 
The Rosenwald House exhibit opening is currently antici-
pated to occur in early 2026. 

One of  Julius Rosenwald’s many philanthropic efforts 
including financing the construction of  the Wabash Av-
enue YMCA in Chicago’s Black Metropolis. At the 1913 

New Exhibits Will Evoke “Vivid Sense” of 
Lincoln’s Community and Legacy

Caption
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opening, Rosenwald’s remarks borrowed a phrase from 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address:

“We should here dedicate more than this building. We 
should dedicate ourselves to the unfinished work, to the 
great task before us of  removing race hatred of  which 
unfortunately so much exists and of  bringing about a 
universal acceptance that it is the individual and not the 
race that counts.”

The second exhibit project brings another historic struc-
ture within Lincoln Home NHS to life—the original wel-

come center located right on Route 66. This exhibit will 
explore the cultural and historical intersections of  Abra-
ham Lincoln’s legacy, the development of  the Lincoln 
Home as a tourist attraction and eventually a unit of  the 
National Park Service, and the rise and decline of  Route 
66. This exhibit is slated to open prior to the Route 66 
Centennial in 2026.

Together, these new exhibits demonstrate how Abraham 
Lincoln’s life and legacy have had far reaching impacts 
locally, nationally, and internationally.

Depiction of McCullough Creative's proposed design for the entrance to the Route 66 exhibit at Lincoln Home NHS.

“We should here dedicate more than this building.  We should dedicate our-
selves to the unfinished work, to the great task before us of removing race 
hatred of which unfortunately so much exists and of bringing about a uni-
versal acceptance that it is the individual and not the race that counts.” 
 —Julius Rosenwald, 1913
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On August 16, 2024, President Biden desig-
nated the Springfield 1908 Race Riot Na-
tional Monument. The designation was the 

culmination of  a decade-long, bi-partisan, local-and-
national research and advocacy effort and strong sup-
port from across the surrounding community. The ef-
fort to obtain federal recognition and protection for 
the historic site achieved key milestones across mul-

tiple presidential administrations. The site is located 
mere blocks from Lincoln Home NHS and, as noted 
in the presidential proclamations, shares deep connec-
tions to the Lincoln legacy.

Establishing the Springfield 1908 Race Riot National 
Monument acknowledged one of  the country’s worst ex-
amples of  mass racial violence, celebrated the resilience of  

Federal Designation of the Springfield 1908 
Race Riot National Monument Highlights Ties 
to Lincoln’s Legacy 
Federal Recognition for a Pivotal Chapter in Lincoln’s Hometown

Our Chair Emeritus, Sergio “Satch” Pecori, and President & CEO Erin Carlson Mast were invited to join elected and other 
leaders at the White House to witness President Joe Biden sign the presidential proclamation creating the Springfield 1908 
Race Riot National Monument in August 2024.  (Credit: Annabelle Gordon/CNP/Bloomberg via Getty Images)
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In Lincoln's Shadow
The fact that the race riot took place in a city so closely associated with Abraham Lincoln’s life and legacy drew 
national attention. Civil rights pioneer Ida B. Wells-Barnett observed that the mob violence in Springfield in 1908 
occurred “under the shadow of Abraham Lincoln’s tomb.” This was not just historical irony. The mob made the 
connection explicit: as they rioted through the streets, they reportedly chanted, “Abe Lincoln brought them [Black 
residents] to Springfield and we will drive them out.” William Donnegan, one of two Black men lynched during the 
riot, knew the Lincolns personally and, reportedly, had once made a pair of boots for the future president.

The tragic events in Springfield were not unique in the “Lynching Era,” yet they catalyzed a national movement. 
Thanks to the visionary leadership and collective action of both Black and white reformers—including W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Mary White Ovington, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Mary Church Terrell, William Walling, and Oswald Garrison 
Villard—the NAACP was officially established on February 12, 1909, Abraham Lincoln’s 100th birthday.

the community, and lifted up the courage of  the Black and white leaders who founded the National Association of  the 
Advancement of  Colored People (NAACP) on February 12, 1909, the centennial of  Abraham Lincoln’s birth.  

The Foundation was humbled by the opportunity to join the local and national coalition of  organizations encouraging 
federal recognition and protection of  the site. Other coalition members included local and national offices of  the NAACP, 
ACLU, and Sierra Club, the National Religious Partnership for the Environment, and HSHS St. John’s Hospital, whose 
Hospital Sisters provided aid to those wounded in the mob violence.  Following the designation, the coalition has stayed 
engaged in supporting the National Park Service’s plans to develop the site for public access in future years.

William Donnegan, who was part of Abraham Lincoln’s community and a victim of the Springfield 1908 Race Riot, is one of six 
neighbors features in the “Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit created by the Foundation with and for Lincoln Home NHS.
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As the official philanthropic partner of  Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site, the Lincoln Presi-
dential Foundation helps plant the seeds of  both 

local and national support for long-term stewardship of  
the over 12-acre federal historic landscape.

With generous support from the Union Pacific Founda-
tion and support and volunteerism from the Springfield 
Civic Garden Club, the Foundation helped Lincoln Home 
NHS address a variety of  landscape priorities. Projects 
included the Legacy Garden, removing invasive plants, 
restoring historic garden beds, planting native species, 

pruning trees to improve climate re-
siliency and visitor safety, and plant-
ing a pollinator and Monarch but-
terfly garden. Community activities 
helped raise environmental aware-
ness and public engagement with 
the historic landscape.

Landscape stewardship has a significant impact on histor-
ic preservation and the visitor experience. We are grate-
ful for our donors’ and volunteers’ generous support of  
these efforts.

Cultivating Partnerships for Public Lands

Students from Freemont Middle School, Mundeline, IL, participated in the Arbor Day tree planting ceremony along with 
the Foundation and Springfield Civic Garden Club volunteers. (Bottom right) Garden Club volunteers supported a variety of 
priority landscape projects throughout Lincoln Home NHS. 
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Power in Partnership: Lincoln Presidential Foundation 
Leads U.S. 250th Anniversary Planning Project with  
NPS Partners, Scholars, Museums

In 2024, the Lincoln Presidential Foundation launched 
a new, multi-site project for the U.S. 250th anniversary 
that explores topics related to Abraham Lincoln’s views 

on the American Founding, his articulation of  each gener-
ation’s role in maintaining and improving our government, 
and his role in what some scholars refer to as the nation’s 
“Second Founding." This project had two major goals: first, 
to create new resources and partnerships with and for NPS 
units for the public benefit ahead of  a major national com-
memoration, and second, to build a network for fruitful 
collaboration and collective impact now and into the future. 
 
The planning phase of  the project brought together a work-
ing group of  Lincoln and American history scholars, public 
history practitioners, and stakeholders to advise the devel-
opment of  an interpretive plan framework. The framework 
will be used to design and develop various public and youth 
programs, experiences, and learning resources for the 250th.  
 

Over 35 individuals participated in the planning phase of  
the project, including but not limited to representatives 
from NPS-WASO, the Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site, Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, Abraham Lin-
coln Birthplace National Historical Park, the Library of  
Congress, Idaho State Historical Society, Indiana Historical 
Society, Kentucky Historical Society, President Lincoln’s 
Cottage, and the Museum of  African American History in 
Boston and Nantucket. The Foundation has also recruit-
ed over a dozen scholarly experts representing universi-
ties across the United States and in the United Kingdom. 
Glass Pathways, also based in Illinois, was engaged to help 
the Foundation facilitate the interpretive planning process.  
 
The first phase of  this project was made possible thanks 
to a grant from the National Park Foundation and con-
tributions from other generous private foundations and 
individual donors. 

U.S. 250th Project

Great Britain

AMERICA

250
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Major Gifts, Grants, &
Annual Donors
Through December 2024

The Foundation is grateful for the support of  the following generous individuals  
and entities for their philanthropic commitment to our 16th President.

continued on next page
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Major Gifts, Grants, &
Annual Donors

$250 - $499 (continued)

continued on next page

(Photo L-R) Foundation Supporters Mary Beaumont, Doranne Jacobson and Suzie Spada attend the VIP reception for the 
Doris Kearns Goodwin Event.  Members John and Chris Bruell talk with Goodwin while getting a personal autograph of her 
latest book.
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Laura Tischauser
Terry Tousey
Jean Townsend
Kathy and Scott Troxel
Steve and Shirley Upstone
Joyce Utterback

Major Gifts, Grants, &
Annual Donors   

$100 - $249 (continued)

continued on next page



Lincoln Presidential Foundation  2024  28 

The Honorable Brian R. Van Camp
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continued on next page
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(Photo L-R) Illinois State Senator Doris Turner and U.S. Senator Dick Durbin congratulate Foundation CEO Erin Carlson Mast 
on the opening of the "Lincoln's Springfield" exhibit located at Lincoln Home National Historic Site.
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Our team  hands out candy to the thousands of children visiting Lincoln Home National Historic Site for its annual Trick-or-Treat event. 
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Robin Wakabayashi
Lorraine Walker
Stephen and Judy Walker
Mrs. Ye-Ling Wang Bird and Mr. David 

H. Bird
Norman and Ann Wasson
Sandra Waunn and James Strafaci

Duane and Angela Weiss
Danny Wells
Debra Wendling
Ms. Linda Wheeler
Dr. Andrew White
Jonathan White
Stephen White
Keith and Marcia Whittington
Stacey and Allen Wilcox
Nancy and the late Richard Wilkinson
Joanne Willard
William and Betty Willard
Randall Willoughby
Bob Wilson
Charlotte Wilson
Kenneth and Emily Wilson
Paul Winston
Curtiss Wittbracht
Ronald Wolflick
Penny Wollan
Jim and Cheryl Wormley
Jerrold and Carol Zar
Richard and Jan Zepp
Dr. Randy Zimmerman
Nancy and the late Mike Zimmers
W. Craig Zimpher and Park Thompson 

Zimpher

$49 and under
Assumption Church
Immaculate Conception School
Odell Grade School
The Boeing Company Gift Match/BPAC 

Program
University of  Illinois

Kenneth and Carol Adam
Judith Anderson
Ralph V. Bistline
William T. and Rhonda Bunt
David Cape
Amy Clyne
Karen Craig
Scott Dahl
David De Roo
William H. Fales
Lawrence and Elizabeth Forte
Edward Gallagher III
John Geddie
Rhonda Goeres
John F. Green
Laurie Hoppe
Jon and Georgia Kenney
Ronald Kirchgessner
Frank Kirkland Sr.
Nancy Laskowski
Jacqueline Lewis
Michael Lombardi
Susan May
Maria Millen
Marcia A. and Clyde Miller
Diane and Braulio Pena
Robert and Sarine Rohde
Michael Ross
Nancy Roth
Mary Scott
Catherine Slater
Myron Sotunde-Adesina
Rita Vogel
Dale Wellman
Autumn Zwiefel

Major Gifts, Grants, &
Annual Donors   

$50 - $99 (continued)

Items from the Lincoln Presidential Foundation collection were displayed at Lincoln Home NHS for their exhibit on Osborn 
Oldroyd, a Civil War veteran, former caretaker of Lincoln Home, and collector of Lincolniana. 
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In Honor of  Steven G Neal 
Susan Neal

In Honor of  Sue Anderson 
Scott and Sue Anderson

In Honor of  Thomas & Bridget Lamont 
Michelette Thompson

In Honor of  Judge John T McCullough 
John McCullough

Gifts in Honor of:

Our CEO delivered a plenary presentation titled “Investing in the Present 
and Future: Fundraising for Our Parks and Sites” at the National Park Friends 
Alliance annual meeting, joined by panelists Jessica Barnes, M.A., Jeremy 
Sweat, Daniel Blakemore, CFRE, and Amanda Goldsmith at Yosemite 
National Park.

The Foundation Board’s September meeting was held in Louisville, KY to allow for visits to Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National 
Historical Park and Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, two important Lincoln sites within the National Park Service. 

In Memory of  Donald Post  
Ilene Engel Post, Jody and the late 
Donald Baird

In Memory of  Dr. Joseph Karinattu 
 Rajamma Karinattu

In Memory of  Floy Pelletier  
Nelson Pelletier

In Memory of  Frank Kircher  
Corinne Kircher

In Memory of  Garry J Burtle  
P. J. Burtle-McCredie and Roger 
McCredie

In Memory of  Glenn Goeres  
Rhonda Goeres

In Memory of  Irene Stockwill  
Sheila Johnson

Gifts in Memory of:

In Memory of  Margie Hillyer  
Michael and Teena Myers and Gavin

In Memory of  Pete Seeger  
William Goodman

In Memory of  Phillip & Lucile 
McCullough John McCullough

In Memory of  Wayne Whalen  
Ariel Investments 
Fred Eychaner 
Daniel Kearney 
Lynn McGovern 
Mary and Paul Yovovich

In Memory of  Willard Bunn Jr.  
Robert H.and Sarah Bunn

Foundation Supporters (L–R) Dr. Stephen Stone and Kathryn Harris talk 
with Edith Holzer at a Four Score Speaker Series event headlined by her 
husband, author Harold Holzer.



Our Lasting Gratitude

Founding Charter Members
As our year comes to a close, the Foundation would like to once again extend our lasting 
gratitude to our charter members for their ongoing generosity and support of  our vision 
to sustain, and provide educational and public programming, research, and access to his-
toric places and collections, related to the life and legacy of  Abraham Lincoln, in coopera-
tion with other entities.

President 
AT&T Foundation
Exelon Corporation
Louise and Barry Taper Family Foundation
State Farm Companies Foundation
The late Robert C. and 

the late Alice Campbell

Emancipator 
Aon Foundation
Caterpillar Foundation
Embassy of  the State of  Qatar
John Deere Foundation
Motorola Inc.
The Copley Foundation
The Duchossois Family

Lawmaker 
Archer Daniels Midland Company
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial

Surveyor 
Ameren Illinois
Chicago Bulls
Chicago White Sox
Horace Mann Educators Corp.
The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
The Starr Foundation
Richard A. and Patricia A. Morin

Fellow 
AG Edwards
Community Care Systems, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Verizon Foundation
UPS Foundation, Inc.
UBS
LaSalle Bank
Penn National Gaming Foundation
US Bank
Prairie Cardiovascular Consultants, Ltd.
United Airlines
Midwest Generation EME, LLC
Hospital Sisters of  the Third Order of  St. Francis
Wells Fargo Foundation
Jerome C. Groniger and Patricia 

Marlene Brotherton
William and Julie Cellini
Raymond F. and Judith McCaskey

John Nau III
Col. J. N. Pritzker

Founder 
CitiCorp/Salomon Smith Barney
DFIN Solutions
Franklin Square Foundation
Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
Illini Bank
Illinois Inauguration 1999, Inc.
Illinois National Bank
Siciliano, Inc.
Sidley Austin LLP
The Boeing Company
Union Pacific Railroad Company
UST Public Affairs, Inc.
Carrie and the late Mr. T. Tolbert Chisum
The late Barbara F. 

and the late Gersh Greening
Robert C. Lanphier III
Newt and the late Josephine Minow
Logan H. Schlipf
The late Wm. Rich and 

the late Mary T. Schnirring
Nancy Simpson and the late William Simpson

Benefactor 
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP
CEFCU
Dillon Foundation
Dowson Farms, Inc.
H.D. Smith Wholesale Drug Co.
Michael J. Marchese Foundation
Sorling, Northrup, Hanna, Cullen 

and Cochran, Ltd.
TROXELL
Don and Patricia Altorfer
The late R-Lou and the late Morton D. Barker
Steven P. and Carol S. Bartholf
The late Glen A. and Peggy Brandt
Frank Cicero Jr. and Janice P Cicero
Robert T. and  MaryLynn M. Clarke
The late Patrick Coburn
Robert and Harriet Council
Craig Culbertson and Laura LaPlaca
Pamela and Lee Daniels
Christine Deakin and Blake Haley
William and Susan Doyle
Jim and Brenda Edgar

Michael and Dana Greene
Barry and Linda Hines
Adrienne and Lou Lower
M.G. and Donna Nelson
Douglas C. and Trudy M. Nelson
Stephen L. and Robin Patton
Patricia Reyhan and 

the late Allan Reyhan & family
Matthew Ritzert
The William F. Trapp Family
The late Pauline W. and the late Walter Roesch
Craig and Gerry Schermerhorn
Robert and Natalie Silverman
Richard A. Stein and Suzanne Lovell
Evelyn Brandt Thomas, In Memory 

of  Gordon R. Thomas
Don and Wanda Tracy
The late Marjorie Turney
Paula Wolff  and the late Wayne W. Whalen
Elizabeth Virginia Wirtz
Mary and Paul Yovovich

Sustainer 
3M Foundation, Inc.
Ace Hardware
Baxter International Inc.
Blum Kovler Foundation/ Marjorie Kovler Fund
bopi
BP America Inc.
Burns and McDonnell Engineering Co., Inc.
Central Illinois Builders of  AGC
Crawford, Murphy, Tilly
Genson & Gillespie
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Heartland Credit Union
Isringhausen Imports
Pease's Candy Inc.
Standard Mutual Insurance Co.
Union Station Foundation
Watts Copy Systems
Elliott Bell
Randy and Nancy Best
Richard T. and Bette Bilinsky
Sidney Black and Carolyn Skinner-Black
Jean Blaser and the late William Blaser
Charles K. and Maryanne Bobrinskoy
James P. Bruner
Rod and Rosemary Buffington

continued on next page
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Robert H.and Sarah Bunn
Kevin and Lisa Callis
The late Nancy L. and 

the late Charles A. Chapin
Frank M. and Vera Clark
G. Virginia Conlee
Ron and Sally Correll
John L. and Jane C. Denby
James Hobbs Edwards and Joyce Edwards
William R. and Susan Enlow
Clark and Carol Esarey
Curtis R. and Carolyn L. Farrar
David and Laurie Farrell
The late Rozanne Flatt-Robertson
Ted and Judy Flickinger
The John Goetz Family
Paul E. Hafel
The late Wendell W. and Ruth E. Hahn
The late Renee M. Housel
The late Velma M. Kirk
Carla A. Knorowski
Peter B. Kovler
Lori Lennon and Donald Lynch
Alexander R. and Marianne R. Lerner
Marlene A. Malek and the late 

Frederic V. Malek
Stephanie Pace Marshall
Jill Halverson Meseke and Coleton A. Meseke
Jay Mogerman and the late Susan Mogerman
Sergio 'Satch' Pecori and the Pecori Family
Robert M. and Carol Perkins
Ranga and Krishna Reddy
Paul R. Schanbacher
Junia Shlaustas
James A. and Mary Anne Singleton
Lawrence J. Smith and Sheila Stocks-Smith
Ronald R. and Mary Lou Smith
Lance and Mary Kay Steahly
Shirley R. and Jay A. Stevenson
Jo Alessandrini and the late Guerry L. Suggs
Kenneth L. and Patricia Walker
Peter and Jean Witty
James K. and Carol M. Zerkle
Sharon and the late Elvin G. Zook

Donor 
Alberto-Culver Company
American Institute of  Architects-IL Council
Battery Specialists & Golf  Cars
Beeman Law Offices, P.C.
Coombe-Bloxdorf, P.C., Engineers/

Land Surveyors
Garrison Group, Inc.
Hallene Family Foundation
Hurwitz Enterprises
Illinois Bankers Association
Illinois Principals Association
Iron Workers Local Union No. 46
Jeffers Enterprises, Inc.
Junior League of  Springfield, Inc.
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP
Lincolnland Properties Inc.
Metal Decor
P.C. Motel Ventures, LLC

Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Union #137
Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center
Scott & Scott, P.C.
Springfield Associates in Oral & 

Maxillofacial Surgery
Springfield Downtown Parking, Inc.
Starbucks Coffee Company
The Rotary Club of  Springfield, Illinois
V. T. Properties, Inc.
Charlotte, Julie and Linda Abarbanell
Robert Ackley
John and Chris Agee, In Memory 

of  Jason Agee
Nicholas and Kathleen Amatangelo
Darrel R. and Sandra K. Anderson
Letitia Dewith-Anderson, In Memory 

of  William J. Anderson
Hon. Thomas R. and Dr. Helen P. Appleton
Barbara Bartlett Archer
Beryl and the late Towfig Arjmand
Bernard Armbruster and Janis Cellini
Richard V. and Nancy E. Atkinson
Cindy Nichols Bailey
William and Haregewoine Ball
Cornelia Bannister, In Memory 

of  Dan W. Bannister
Mara Mills Barker, In Memory of  Paul Barker
Heather A. and Karl S. Barnhart
John Barrett
David W. and Nena Bartold
Karola and Don Beahringer
Molly and Mitch Beaver and Family
Molly M. Becker
Don and Erin Biggerstaff
David and Chari Y. Binstadt
The late William G. Black and 

Frances Mathewson Black
James and Suzanne Borland, Drew and Jessica
Sammie Bracken
Rick C. and Kristie Brandt
Rick and Rene Brethorst
Roger D. and Karen B. Bridges
Robert E. and Linda Brodie
William Perry and Rachel A. Broughton
James E. and Pamela Brown
James W. and Shirley A. Bruner
Jacob Bunn IV and Lorrie Bunn
Ann and Larry Burton
Glenn H. and Susan Busse
Jack and Janice Butler
Ron and Wilma Carter
William and Julie Cellini
Bradley S. Churchill
Katherine and Corby Claar
Sheila Clarke and the late Jack Clarke
Victoria Clemons and Arlene Clemons
Robert S. and Marilyn J. Cohen
Gregory Collins
Barbara B. Collins
Neil and Joyce Conklen
Bruce and Mallary Conklin, Skyler 

Suduth-Conklin, Kathleen Conklin 
and William Conklin, Jr.

The Coombe Family, In Memory 
of  William O. Coombe

Sam H. and Nancy Cooper
Curtis and Diane Corcoran
The late Katherine J. and the late 

Basil H. Coutrakon
The late Adron Cross, In 

Memory of  Jane Cross
Chauncey and Patricia Cross
Susan R. Cull and the late Rolland D. Cull
Darcy Davidsmeyer
John Andrew and Katherine Davis
Dawn and Dave DeFraties
The late Nancy A. Demarco
Family of  Senator Vince Demuzio
Patrick D. Dennis and Susie Shackleton
Tanya L. DeSanto and the late 

David J. Brandis
Violet M. Dickson and the late 

Charles R. Dickson
Julie Bucari Dirksen and Family
Grant Dixton
Lori and the late David Dodwell
Dan and Anne Dondanville
J. Douglas Donenfeld
Peter and Carole Doris
Jim and Mrs. Carol Dove
James E. Eastman and Marilyn Fox Eastman
Nell B. Eckley
Robert Egizii Family
The late Eileen and the late Lee Ensel
Phyllis L. and James T. Evans
Jon Farney
Fredric R. and Ellen J. Fiersten
Ceci Fitzsimmons, In Memory of  

Thomas G. Fitzsimmons
Linda K. Folse
The late Robert S. French
Adolfo and Margaret Fulgenzi
James and Linda Fulgenzi
Donald H. and Deanna D. Funk
Renee Geatches, In Memory of  

Jim and Inez Barker
G. Mark and Joanne Maurer Gekas, In 

Memory of  Hercules C. and Toula Gekas
Randy and Kathy Germeraad
Nick and Danielle Giacomini and Family
Jeffrey R. and Susan N. Gibbs, 

Alexa and Marissa
Zale Glauberman
Kelly and Karen A. Grant
The late Clifford and the late 

Shirley Greenwalt
David and Sue Griffen
Jim and Jan Grimes
Dick Grosboll
David and Lisa Gustman, Hunter, 

David and Corrie
James and Joyce Hayes and Christopher
The late Agnes M. Hayner
Brynn Henderson and the late 

Earl "Wally" Henderson
Barbara and the late John L. Hennessy
Carol L. Herzog
Carrie and Harry Hightman

Founding Charter Members 

Sustainer (continued)
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Joseph A. Hildebrand
Michael and Marian Hoffman
John M. Hoffmann
William G. Holland
Jean Ann, Gordon, Andy, Cindy, 

Steve and Molly Honegger
Charles and Kathleen Hoogland
Marilyn and Bill Hopper
Virginia Hosking and the late 

William Hosking
Robyn D. and Christine Jahn Hovey
Doris Paul Hunter
Catherine and John Huther
Amy and Mike B. Jackson
Lois Jazo Family, In Memory of  A. Larry Jazo
Suketu and Bharati Jhaveri
Victoria Nichols Johnson
Mark and Cathy Johnson
The late Willa Jean and the late Norman Jones
Jerry and the late Gloria Josserand
Kaige Family
Nicholas B. and Tracy Kalm
George and Estie Karpman and Family
Cole C. and Mary Kingseed
Margaret Kirschner and the 

late Henry Kirschner
Robert and Judy Kjellander
Warren and Deborah Knoles
Mark and Janet Kuhnke
Tom and Marilyn Kushak, Chase, Sanya
Melinda and Pete LaBarre
Theodore R. and Pamela K. LeBlang
Irma and the late Jim Lee
Robert E. and Rosemary L. Leistner
George W. and the late Maria A. Leka
Jill D. Leka
Paul and Victoria Liebenson
Constance Locher Bussard and the 

late Lawrence Bussard
Carol and the late 

Ralph H. Loewenstein
The late Walter and Carol Lohman
Mary Frisk Loken and 

the late A. Dennis Loken
Tom and the late Carol Londrigan
Luers Family
Naomi and Robert A. Lynn
Mary Olivia Polk and Jon Mann, 

Jordan and Madison
Claire A. Manning
Yetta S Marantz
William and Patricia Marriott
Russell W. and Sally Martin
Jay and Terri Martin
James G. Maurer
Barbara and Malcolm McKean
Pat and Linda McKenna

Vicki S. and R. Norman Megginson
Chuck Metz and Becky Miller
H. Edward and Anne Midden
Kathleen Bandstra Miller and 

the late Gary E. Miller
Judge Richard Mills and the late Rachel Mills
Joseph and Sudie Mintjal
Dr. Craig Moots
Saul J. Morse and Anne B. Morgan
Mote/Lane Family
Michael and Teena Myers and Gavin
Louis S. and the late June D. Myers
Robert and Marsha Narmont
Charles E. Neal
Michael and Nadine Neumeister
The late Charles H. and Georgia J. Northrup
Bill and Penny Obenshain
B. Rock and Kyung A. Oh
Paul and Lynne O'Shea
Paul and Suanne Palazzolo, 

Maria and Anthony
Edwin F. Pearson, In Memory of  Dr. 

and Mrs. Emmet F. Pearson
Thomas Y. Pearson, In Memory of  Dr. 

and Mrs. Emmet F. Pearson
The Claudio and Sandra Pecori Family
Harold T. and Mary L. Perkins
Mario A. Perrino
Elena E. and the late Virgilio 

R. Pilapil and Family
Jeanne Pittman and the late Glen D. Pittman
Ilene Engel Post, Jody and the 

late Donald Baird
Alan R. Post and Connie Baker
Andrew and Roxanne Ramage, 

Jack and John Michael
Keith E. Rechner and Family
Nanette Reep and the late Robert Reep
Elizabeth G. and the late Lawrence W. Reisch
Charles E. and Joan Robbins
Eric and Kim Robinson
Sarah Anne and Donald Lee Robinson
Kevin J. and Julie Rochford
Henry F. and the late Elizabeth Rohs
Charles and Frances Salvo
Sander Family
Cinda S. Schien, Courtney and Christopher, 

and the late Don Kincade
Amy K. Schmidt
Mathew Schneberger
Joyce K. Schroeder
 Marilyn and Donald Schwaab
The late Frank and the late Fran Schwartz
Barry and Barbara Seidman
Smita Shah
Mike Shelton and the late Linda 

Warmoth-Shelton
Mac and the late LaVerne Shotwell

Paula Shotwell
Mary-Leigh Call Smart
Gary and Susan Smith, Jeff  and Liz
Todd P. and Leanne Smith
Leo A. Smith and Heather Steans
Jean and Bill Soman
Thomas A. and Suzann M. Spada
Catherine L. Spence
Richard and Rose Ann Splitter
Francie and Jan Staggs
Zack Stamp and Diane Ford
Angela Staron
The late Stanley and the late Cecile Stern
Myron M. and Barbara Sternstein
Regina Kovach and David Steward
Barbara and Warren Stiska
Van C. Stone
Stephen and Lisa Stone
Bruce and Lois Strom
M. Elizabeth Strow and David R. Reid
Wallace F. and Patricia Strow
Robert A. Stuart, Jr. and E. Corrine
Alan and Marty Stutz, Alan J. 

Stutz Charitable Fund
The Charles M. Sullivan Family
Martha Sumner
Bradley and Carolyn Swanson
Anne and Roger Taylor
Evelyn Brandt Thomas, In Memory 

of  Gordon R. Thomas
The late Richard Wm. Thomas
Edward A. and Caren C. Trudeau
Ronald J. and Ann P. Tucker, In Memory 

of  Dr. and Mrs. Emmet F. Pearson
Robert and Christy Turner
Thomas M. Vaught
Roanna, Lauren and JW Victor
Joseph R. Victor Family
David and Susan Waggoner
Nancy J. Watson
Susan B. Weber
Marshall R. Weinberg and H. 

Eileen Howard Weinberg
Philip and Sandra Wheeler
Marcia J. Wherry
Sue I. White and the late Kenneth White
Linda S. and F. Dale Whitten
Jeffery M. Wilday and Martha 

Clements Wilday
Margie and Rick Wolters
Cathryn Wood and the late Judge 

Harlington Wood, Jr.
Roger and Dolores Yarbrough
Sandra Yeh and Gregory Kane
Donald and Evelyn Yurdin
Stefania and the late Basilius Zaricznyj

Founding Charter Members 

Donor (continued)



Board of Directors

Charles K. Bobrinskoy, Chair

Sergio ‘Satch’ Pecori, Chair Emeritus

Carrie Hightman, Vice Chair, Development

Nick Kalm, Vice Chair, Communications

Paul Liebenson, Vice Chair, Governance

Mike Aiello, Treasurer

Sarah Phalen, Assistant Treasurer 

William Ball, Secretary

Richard Mark, Asst. Secretary, HR Comm. Chair

Robert Graves, Audit Committee Chair

John L. Nau III, Member at Large

Jeff Neal, Member at Large

Sid Bala

Michael Cabonargi

Kevin Conlon

Stephen Daday

William M. Doyle, Jr.

Chaz Hammel-Smith Ebert

Governor Jim Edgar

Matt Gambs

Gus Glyptis

Rebecca Paul Hargrove

Barry Hines

Isaac Josephson

Michael Kahn

Ashvin Lad

Lori Lennon

Lou Lower

John McCarter

Raymond McCaskey

Scott D. Moore

Laura Ortega

Jeff Papa

Matthew P. Pappas

 

Honorary Directors

Julie Cellini

Doris Kearns Goodwin

Peter B. Kovler

Bill Kurtis

Jo Minow (In Memoriam) 

Wayne Whalen (In Memoriam)

Staff

Erin Carlson Mast 
President and CEO

Rene Brethorst 
Chief Operating Officer

Phyllis Evans 
Senior Director of Development 

Samantha McGee 
Controller

Carmyn Saxer 
Program Assistant

Angela Staron 
Senior Director of Advancement

A Note of Special Thanks
The Lincoln Presidential Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the many individuals and organizations whose profound 
generosity and partnership helped us achieve ambitious 
projects and programs in the past year.

Established in 2000, the Lincoln Presidential Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity headquartered in Illinois. It is 
the only national foundation focused on increasing access to 
history, educational programs, exhibits, and sites highlighting 
the life and legacy of Abraham Lincoln. The Foundation does 
its work in cooperation and partnership with others locally, 
nationally, and globally. Its vision is a world where freedom 
and democracy flourish, inspired by the life and work of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

• Our VISION is a world where freedom and democracy 
flourish, inspired by the life and work of Abraham Lincoln.

• Our MISSION is to share the story of Abraham Lincoln’s 
life, legacy, and leadership with all people. 

Learn more at  www.LincolnPresidential.org   
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On the Cover:
(L-R) L-R Jon Meacham 
receives Lincoln Leadership 
Prize; Over 150,000 students 
have toured the “Lincoln’s 
Springfield exhibit thus 
far; Film “Fortifying Our 
Democracy” wins awards. 

Give Today

https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/lincoln-presidential-foundation/support-the-greatest-need
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